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For the Methodist Protestant. 
PENNSYLVANIA, 
Juniatta, January 22, 1834. 
To the President of the Maryland Conference. 


Dear Brother,—Several circumstances have 
revented my writing you until now. Brother 
Wright and myself have travelled and labored 
in much harmony. Bro. W. I consider a good 
man—has an interesting and affectionate ſami- 
ly, and has sacrificed much to travel this year. 
less the Lord he is rewarding him in his own 
soul, by having the pleasing satisfaction of know- 
ing that one of his daughters has professed to 
have found the pearl of great price. O that God 
may bless and save them all! 
r first Quarterly Meeting was held in Chil- 
coth's Town. Our brethren erected a stand in 
the woods, with a number of seats, where we 
ched to large and attentive congregations. 
Our love feast, held in Bro. Speir's house, was 
a season of Divine power. The shout of a 
King! was heard in the camp, and many were 
melted before the Lord. Our 
n on the 13th September. We had only t 
members on the circuit, and eight tents.— 
The encampment was on brother Wright’s land; 
and to the praise of the people, they cheerfully 
opened their houses and barns for man and 
beast, and better order I have never seen. Bros. 
Boyd, Crouse, Sexsmith, Myers, and Hunt,were 
present and labored faithfully. The preaching 
was plain and powerful, and the Lord put an 
uncommon edge on the word delivered to the 
awakening of many. 

On Sabbath we had a good congregation not- 
withstanding the M. E. preachers a 
camp meeting at the same time, only about seven 
miles from oure, no doubt with intention to frus- 
trate our meeting; but in this they were disap- 

The Divine power was so manifestly felt in 
our midst on Sabbath morning, that the preach- 
ers left the stand, and went into the camp altar 
and prayed for the continued blessing of God, 
and especially for the penitents. Our brethren 
praised the Lord and took courage. Monday 
was a high day, glory be to God. 

An old brother, from the other side of 
s0n’s mountain, who had heard much said a 


us by our old side brethren, attended to see 1 


hear fur himself. In the course of the meeting 


ower of Grace fell u pon him, and constrain- 
im to ery out “the Lord is here, glory be to 
God.“ This brother has done us much service 
since his return home, by correcting the erro- 
neous impressions which had been made in his 
vicinity against us as a people. This meeting 
ended in the conversion of several souls, some 
of whom have united themselves to our church. 

Our two days’ meetings ‘have been exceed- 
“Sngly profitable, and the public attention is 
turned favorably toward ug ads a people. We 
have formed two new elasses on 
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appointment at Major Sharar’s—TI hope God will 
save himself and ‘his interesting family. We 
have ina few places much opposition, particu- 
larly in Huntingdon, where we have a small. 
class. We appointed a meeting in this place 
when there was no other appointment, but the 
M. E. preachers were determined to deprive us 
of a congregation if possible, and not being able 
| to effect their purpose by making an appoint. 
ment for themselves, they made use of an old 
coloured woman, Who was ipvited to preach in 
their church by some of their official men. They 
had the court house bell ruug, and some, I learn, 
stood at corners of the streets to turn the peo- 
ple from us to hear this wonderful stranger! 

We held a four days meeting in a large house 
on brother Wright's land, which closed on 
Christmas night. Brother Wright and myself 
preached eight times, and the Lord was with us 
in great power. The hearts of the people of 
the neighborhood seemed to unite in declaring 
that the Lord is with us. Many came froma 
distance in sleighs and sleds. They took us to 
and from the meeting, and entertained us most 
affectionately at their houses. 

We had appointed a meeting in the neighbor- 
hood of Bro. Lias, where we have a class, and 
where dhe M. E. Church preachers had also an 
appointment during the summer. They trans- 
ferred their appointment to a private house, but 
when our appointment came to their ears, they 
determined on having an opposition meeting, 
and appointed a watch night, on Christmas 
night. As that was the time of our regular ap- 
pointment, they appeared determined if possible 
to prevent the people from attending it. The 
preacher in charge rode to the neighborhood and 


appointed a watch night on Tuesday evening,| 


and preached on Christmas day, within about 
half a mile of us, thereby disappointing perhaps 
150 people at his proper appointment, for the 
purpose of defeating ours. I learn, however, 
that he obtained much censure for this officious 
interference. It has been stated on good au- 
thority, that the people would not hear him. 
Our love-feast on Christmas morning proved 
a melting season. The members spoke with 
uncommon liberty and power, and we were all 
much refreshed. We had a house full to hear 
the preaching, and the word proved quick and 
powerful. The congregation was deeply affect- 
ed, and at night several joined our church. May 
the Lord keep them faithful until death, and 
then they shall receive a crown of lif. 
We commenced a three days meeting on the 
following. Saturday night in Martinsburg, where 


we have a small class, and have been much per- | 


secuted. The Lord was truly with us, and we 
had a refreshing time. This meeting has prov- 
ed very serviceable in turning public opinion 
favorably towards us. prt: 

On New Year's evening we held a watch 


as my soul desires—yet like the farmers on the 
Nile, in the time of high waters which overflow 
the plains, take boats with seed grain, which 
they call bread, and cast it on the waters, it 
sinks in the loam, and when the waters retire, 
it springs up and ripens into a plentiful crop, 


and they gather it aſter many days; so by the 
help of my good God, I will strive in our new 


bark to keep afloat on these troublous waters of 
persecution, and continue to sow, the seed of 
the Kingdom, in hope that my brethren who 
succeed me, may reap; that he soweth, and he 
that reapeth may rejoice together, | 

Thus let us all do my brother, and the Lord 
will be with us and bless our bones in the graye, 
and finally we shall reap the fruit of our ha 

Our last Quarter! ſor the 
Conference year, will be held on the 1 
March next. Will you my dear brother Ree 
he with us? I hope he will, is my answer; aod 
now my brother, I entreat you to come overand 
help us. I hope some of our unstationed bre 
ten will step forth and take your place While 
you shall visit us over the mountains. | 

If you can come we shall expeet you at Chil- 
cotstown, through Herick Valley, on the 13th of 
next month. Yours, with affection, at 

Hues 


For the Methodist Protestant, 
ALABAMA. | 
Lowndes County, January 21, 1834. 
Dear Brother,—You have seen by the min- 
utes of the Alabama Annual Conference, Or 
they have been sent to you) that I was appoin 
ed to the Talapoosa Circuit, since that time, I 
have been endeavoring to fill the appointment, 
that has been given to me, and although the win- 
ter has been uncommonly severe, our prospects 
are far from being discouraging, and though in 
(his, as in other sections of the country, there 
have been, and still continues to he, great ef- 
‘forts to keep the people in the dark, as to our 
‘principles, yet there seems at this time, to be a 
spirit of enquiry getting up in the minds of the 
people, and a desire to know for themselves, the 
matter in dispute. 
One of the means made use of, to blind the 
people, is to read to them the ral rules 
from their Discipline, and shen, from Ours, and 
then they ask the people the difference, thus 
taking the advantage, by leaving 4 constitu- 
tion and discipline out of sightenfirely. ‘There 


| 


night at Lias’s—bro. Wilson,a promising young 
man, opened the meeting, and I preached afte 


is every prospect at ibis time that. much 
will be done this year—we are all on the look 
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2224444441 fron Works, and one at Bro. Wright's and we} him with much liberty. We then prayed, and 
expect to form two more shortly. We have zn] the power of the Lord tame down upon us— 
brethren ‘shouted aloud, and we were greatly te- 
freshed, glory be to God? Wee ate certainly tak- 
mg deep root in this section as a people. Our 
brethren are encouraged, and are praying to be 
delivered from their luke Warmness. 
My motto is “Labout heré and rest in Héav- 
en“ —and though I do not see as abundant fruit 
Superintendent. 
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out ſor times, and I think when the spring 
opens, if we are only faithful to God, and peo- 
ple and preachers unite in the good cause of 
religion, nothing will be able to prevent a great 

gracious revival—and when we look at the 
precious promises in the book of God, we have 
every encouragement to exert all our powers for 
the furtherance. of the Redeemer’s kingdom— 
and I think while wicked persons are to be found, 
and there is d heaven to win, and a hell to shun, 


“every person who loves the souls of their fellow 

men, will ever be ready to pray, O 

work! 
Our 


revive thy 


people, generally, seem to be getting more 
into the spirit of Le I hesitate not 
to say, that if professors loved God more, and 
lived more holy, there would be more good 
done. Oh that the good Lord would fire our 
hearts with love divine, that we might be more 
zealous in the cause of God. 7 

I think if I had some of your books I could 
make sale of them, at any rate, if you will send 
me a box, I will try my best to dispose of them. 
Yours, &c. Daviw B. Smepiey. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
NEW YORK. 


Turrytotm, Februury 8, 1834. 
Brother Harrod,—Having written upon busi- 
ness, and finding a few spare lines, I thought I 
would devote them to a few suggestions, for the 
prosperity of our cause; I find that if we, as 
ministers, would see our cause rise, we must lay 
aside all jealousies of our rights while in the 
field —if we contend for rights at all, let it be in 
the legislative assembly; and while in, the field 
let us consider, that we as ministers (whether 
stationed or unstationed) have a common foe, 
viz. Ecclesiastical Despotism. May the inscrip- 
tion upon our banners, be “United we stand, 
divided we fall.” Although we have waged war 
with an ecclesiastical monarchy, may we never, 
no, never forget, that it is our business to keep 
a constant sentinel to look out for our spiritual! 
foes. Brethren, may God help us to martial all 
our forces. Oh! that he would nerve every arm, 
and direct every arrow to the enemies ranks.— 
Three things only are necessary for us, as a peo- 
ple, to prosper in spite of men or demons. 
‘First. Let every minister be ready for the 
work, let him consider that the work is the 
Lord’s. Second, let the church see that her 
ministers have nothing to keep them from the 
field of the Lord. Thirdly, let every minister 
and member, whether official, or private, — 
(and in accordance with their ſeelings let them 
act) that if any thing on their part has not been 
done, that it shall be done—lIf any thing has 
n done, that ought not to be, it shall be done 
When I ban see this disposition fully exem- 
‘plified, I shall expect to see our brethren and 
sisters More attentive to the means of grace, es- 
‘pecially, the Lord's supper, love feasts, and 
class meetings—if this were to be the case, I 


‘doubt not but there would be mofe fervency of 


spirit, and earnestness in prayer, among the 
“members of our church. May God give us all 
such feelings, and may we éré long, see his arm 


stretched out, the saints gathering—sinners| 


trembling—penitents crying; converts rejoicing; 
Saints praising, while the astonished world shall 
vonder, and own the work divine. Brethren I 
“feel that dur cause is good; Christians gen- 
erally bid us God speed. We ‘are owne 
God. what Shall we fear, if God be for us 
wan "that be 
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this assurance, fy watch-word shall ever be, 
Onward. Joux IL. 


J. Q. Garrur, Superintendent of Charlestown 
Circuit, writes under date, Madison, Ia. Jan. 3: 
A spirit Of love and unity ‘prevails throughout 
our circuit. On the last round I witnessed the 
conversion of one soul to Christ, and received 
seven worthy members into society. O! that the 
Lord would send some young man who is will- 
ing to forsake father and mother, houses and 
lands, for Jesus’ sake, to aid me in rallying sol- 
diers to the staudard of the Redeemer. O! 
brother, the harvest is great, but the labourers 
are few; pray ye therefore the Lord of the har- 
vest, that he would send forth more laborers into 
this part of his field.“ 


D. Howe t, writes from Sandusky Circuit, 
Jan. 13:— The work of the Lord is still going 
on among us, on this circuit. Since my last we 
have had some very valuable accessions to the 
church—some from the old fellowship and some 
from the world. Our congregations are large 
and attentive—we have peace and union in all 
our borders. I am well pleased with my ap- 
pointment—the people are loving and kind— 
yes,—they are also a pious and devoted people. 
Our prospect at present is flattering. Members 
of other churches, and the people of the world, 
are beginning to enquire more particularly than 
formerly with reference to our principles, and 
the reasons why we became a separate church. 
There is quite a call in this quarter for our books, 
especially Jenning’s Exposition. My health is 
good, and I have nothing to do but to work,— 
of this I have no scarcity. My circuit is a thrée 
weeks route, in which time I fill seventeen ap- 
pointments, so that I get but one day and two 
nights at home in the round. In the service of 
my and His church I expect to spend my days.“ 


W. Reeves writes, Strongville, January:— 
True, at our Quarterly Meeting in Auburn, to 
which I alluded in my last, we had a refreshing 
season, and many mourners were happily con- 
verted; but they were principally among the 
youth. Since, some sturdy oaks have fallen— 
not only the young, but stout. men have, also, 
‘lost their strength.“ Several, at a time, ata 
prayer meeting, have sunk down apparently life- 
less. And a death indeed it was, but thanks to 
God it was a ‘death unto sin’—this has been de- 
monstrated by the ‘life of righteousness’ which 
has followed. At one of my appointments,since 
Quarterly Meeting, nine have enlisted with us; 
the same evening, although there was snow up- 
on the ground, several youths retired to the 


woods to wrestle with the Lord in prayer, and 


were powerfully blessed—at a New Year's meet- 
ing in Burton, two more ‘promising converts, 
took up their cross, and offered themselves as 


candidates for church fellowship in the same so- 


ciety. Others are counting the cost, being un- 
der awakening influence. Preparations ate mak- 
ing for building the first meeting house on War- 
‘The God of heaven, He will prosper us; there- 


fore we his servants will arise and build.’—Other 


R. Ricwarpson, writes from New Lisbon, 
1-| Ohio:—“I am yet alone, as my colleague has 
0 of} left the work, and we are calling for more help. 
be for us he is 

against us. With 


The Lord is blessing us ja a good degree—the 
little class I organized lately in Georgetown, an 
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account of which I give’ in my last, now n 
bers fourteen, and the work is still @eepening 


— 


um- 


J. Huxrsnax, writes from Hubbard, Ohio, 
Jan. W:— Since my last, we held our second 
Quarterly Meeting in this place. It was a sea- 
son of refreshment to many. Bros. Richardson 
Morse, and Haver, afforded us their ministerial 
aid. Our love ſeast was of the best kind—the 
meeting increased in interest until Sabbath ey- 
ening, when some fifteen came forward to the 
altar, and desired an interest in the prayers of 
God’s people. A young man of respectable 
standing, who having counted the cost, said to 
a gentieman by his side, ‘I will go forward and 
if there be mercy for me I am determined to 
obtain it. He was soon joined in prayer, by 
the brethren, who were engaged in the altar ser- 
vice, and thanks be tothe Lord, he, and a num- 
ber of others, were made the happy recipients 
of pardoning mercy. Since my last I have or- 
ganized a society of fifleen members in Roots- 
town. I have seo this circuit to a four 
weeks’ route. Bro. Haver is travelling with me, 
and expects to continue through the year. 1 
have never travelled a circuit, that the prospects 


were so good, as they are on this, at the pre- 
sent.“ 


W. B. Snyper, writes from Elizabethtown, 
Ohio, January 29:—We have formed a small so- 
ciety in this place.—Our cause is a good one 
all we need is an efficient ministry, for the want 
of which we suffer greatly in many places. Our 
old side brethren, though at first very hostile, 
are becoming friendly. Though firm to my own 
* yet by treating them friendly, I have 


ound such a change in these brethren as I nev- 
er expected.” 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
INCONSISTENT MEN. 


1. A minister who preaches up plainness of 
dress to his hearers; but wears fashionable clothes 
himself. 

%. He who urges frugality, and simplicity on 
others; but is extravagant and expensive in his 
own furniture. — 

3. He who presses the necessity of family, 
and private prayer upon others; while he ne- 
glects them himself. 

4. He who abstains from drinking ardent 
spirits because he has joined the temperance so- 
— but becomes intoxicated on wine, cider, or 

er. 

5. He who complains when called on to sup- 
port the gospel, or the poor with his money; but 
takes no account of much larger sums expended 
for drams and tobacco. | | 
6. He who complains sadly on being disap- 
pointed by his preacher once in a while; but is 


n at church himself. 
He who is continually reproaching his pre- 
essor in office for neglect of duty; but is still 


more delinquent himself, 
8. He who teaches the necessity of forgiving 

injuries to others; but is last to set the example 

when offended himself. 1 


9. The minister who reſuses to preach to,and 
instruct the people, because some dislike him. 


Our own attainments are poor at the bert, and 
can yield us but little comfort; but the soul, which 
closes heartily with God's operations, makes # 


swift progress under them, and rejoices over 


them exceedingiy as evidences of his favour. 


| places, also, on the circuit are prosperous.’ 


io Por the M thodi ip * 
| Whither shall I go from thy Spirit?” Psalms cxxxix. 
Oh, where shall we hide ourselves from the 
omniscient gaze of the Almighty? If we as- 
cend into heaven, there we behold His wonder- 
working power in creating such a countless mul- 
titude of holy and happy beings all moving. in 
their respective orders, all harmonizing in swift 
obedience to their Great Creator, answering the 
great design for which they were created; there 
we see His glory reflected in his revealed ma- 
jesty and power; how many orders of Angels 
encircle His throne we know not, but as we 
have attempted to draw the veil and look by 
faith towards His holy temple, Oh let our hearts 
e prostrate, while we adoring, behold with the 
pe Pret Apostle, ‘what is not lawful’’ or possi- 
ble for dust and ashes to utter.“ The unpar- 
alleled goodness and mercy of God are revealed 
in broad array in that vast company, which shall 
come up before his throne out of every nation, 
tongue and people under heaven, clothed in 
white robes, with palms of victory and triumph 
in their hands; unfallen spirits exulting tune 
their harps of gold in praises to God for creatin 
and preserving goodness; but saints redeeme 
by the blood of the Lamb, touch a higher note. 
Once under the curse of a law that knew no 
mercy, stern justice declared, The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die,“ death alone was able to 
answer its demands. But now they sing re- 
deeming grace and dying love. The Revelator 
calls it a new song, and represents myriads 
of angels as being moved at its sublimity, and 
responding amen! with loud voices, in ascribing 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, 
and honour, and glory, and blessing, unto the 
Lamb forever and ever. Now they behold the 
accomplishment of that great mystery into which 
their aspiring minds desired to look, God man- 
ifested in the flesh.” If there is joy among the 
heavenly hosts over one sinner that repenteth, 
what will exceed their enraptured delight when 
all the redeemed get safe home, and not one si- 
lent, but all uniting in holy unison, with loud 
voices in praising God and the Lamb—no dis- 
cordant voices there, but every one (however 
obscure or despised here) harmonizes in this de- 
lightfal song, which is never to end“ Unto Him 
who has loved us, and washed us from our sins 
in his own blood, to him be glory and dominion 
rever and ever. 
* To descend from so lofty and exalted a height, 
as heaven with all its glories, and attempt to 
draw the veil that excludes all penetration of 
light in the world of woe! is painful indeed to 
our feelings. God, in the plentitude of his rich 
grace, has given us his holy word which points 
out not only a state of bliss, but of pain and 
anguish in a future world, that his good ess 
may lead us to repentance,” and “his 17 
make us afraid,” in this awful place of dark es 
into which the finally impenitent are to be cast, 
God reigns in terrible majesty. There we be- 
hold the accomplishment of his threatenings 
denounced on all who obstinately refuse to’sub- 
mit to his righteous government. There we be- 
hold death eternal in all its horrors with amaze- 
ment——once those spirits now sunk deep in eter- 
nal night, were probationers, like us, here be- 
low—like us, the gracious seasons of grace,and 


the golden opportunities of salvation were 


forded them, but the neglect of them has prov- 
ed the loss and ruin of their souls—like us, they 


bad a day of Gospel visitation, which was limit- 


ed; the spirit store with them, this 
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Was their 
time to work and make sure the salvation of 
their souls, 80 the present is our time to make 
our peace with God, lest we with them have 0 
take up the sad lamentation, The harvest. is 
t, the summer ended, and we are not saved.“ 
hat would one of these poor lost spirits give 

to have one day of gospel light and grace, which 
pore day after day, unheeded by many of us? 
any of them no doubt had often been almost 
persuaded,” and ‘not far from the kingdom,’ but 
their resolutions have been as an early cloud 
and morning dew,” and the awful prediction has 
overtaken them, He that is filthy, let him be 
filthy still.” All tenders of grace, and entrea- 
ties of mercy are at an end, and they must for- 


ever lament that they have violated the strongest 


bonds that were ever laid on a human creature; 
they heard that the great Sovereing of all worlds 
was on a seat of mercy—but they would make 
no address to Him while he held out his scep- 
tre, His arms were stretched wide to receive and 
embrace them, but they would not.“ 


“They sought damnation! and, Oh! death to tell! 
They pass’d the Saviour on their way to hell!” 


No change passes them in this dreadful eter- 
nity; no redemption there! On earth peace, but 
none in hell, but “the smoke of their torment 
ascendeth up forever and ever.” The Angel of 
mercy sounded the gospel in bowels of compas- 
sion, and has passed by; the gates of grace are 
forever shut, and no cry can open them. If we 
could ask one of these lost spirits, what time is 
worth? Would not his language be, “O! that I 
had but one day or one hour vouchsafed to me 
in time, how would I humble myself and repent 
of my sins. But Ol eternity never to end!“ How 
thetic are the words of the compassionate 
esus, O! Jerusalem! if thou hadst known, at 
least in this day, the things that belong to thy 
peace, but now they are hid from thine eyes;” 
gone forever unimproved, they had a space to 
repent, but they hardened their hearts, and stif- 
fened their necks, sinned not only against the 
law, but against the love of God, till his mercy 
was clean gone, and justice glorified in their de- 
struction! 
O! my God! are these things true? Yes, verily. 
No painter can portray, no pen describe, and 
no tongue declare, so exquisite as thy word, the 
royal mansions prepared for thy people, the dia- 
dems of bliss that will crown every saint in glory; 
or the unhappy state of the finally impenitent, 
who will awake in eternity to behold Christ, not 
as a Redeemer, but as à Judge and Avenger. 


It is fatile indeed to attempt to escape the 
notice of Omnisciencc. Though we had the 
power to take the wings of the morning,” and 
go with that velocity that the rays of light pene- 
trates the dark void, and dwell in the utter- 
most parts of the sea,’’ there would His hand 
lead us, and his right hand hold us. He who 
has set bounds to the sea, and said “hitherto 
shalt thou come but no farther, and here shall 
thy proud waves be staid,” has also set bounds 
and limits to his creatures, beyond which they 
cannot pass. This is a great source of conso- 
lation to all who are under the hand of oppres- 
sion, that the power of the enemy is limited,— 
God will let wicked men advance no farther 
than shall ultimately be for the good of his peo- 
ple. “Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee, 
and the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain.“ 
How deep and unsearchable are the mysteries 
of Providence. Yet he who filleth all space in 


heaven, earth and hell, and with a glance sees 
all things from eternity to eternity, condescends 


— 


to render a 


render a reason to his creatures effectual to 
their salvation., And how cam we presume. to 
defy Omnipotence, and lift our ha against his 
law, and say, "Surely the darkness shall cover 
me.“ Ol let us know there is no darkness nor 
shadow of death, where the workers of iniquity 
may hide themselves.” The soul that has b 
a saving sight of Jesus Christ, and a discovery 
of the evil of sin, accounts no sin small, “He 
has tasted the worm-wood and the gall,” an 
feels the demerit of sin is God's eternal. wrath, 
Hence he is anxious to accomplish a diligent 
search that no sin be indulged in his heart, he 
wishes not to hide one of the betrayers or mur - 
derers of his Lord in his bosom, he watches and 
prays continually that the word of God which 
is “quick and powerful, a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart,’”’ may be set 
home upon his heart by the power of the Holy 
Ghost. He fixes his standard high, and aspires, 
not only to be a believer in Christ, but “strong 
in faith,” not only to maintain a hope, but ‘a 
hope full of immortality,” he applies to the 
blood and righteousness of Christ for cleansing 
and sanctification, he makes him this only foun- 
dation of confidence towards God, the only an- 


chor of to his soul. KX 
Boston, anuary 1, 1834. 
aid by * — 1 
vor the Methodlet Protestant. 


My Dear Brother,—I must beg your indul 
gence, though I may have already tressp 
in length in my former communication, my soul 
is full, and I know not when, or where to stop 
when I contemplate heaven with all its delight- 
ful realities; and hell with all its terrors; and 
man once with the image of God stamped on 
his soul; but now fallen, depraved, and lost! un- 
less timely repentance intervenes between — 
and eternity; the subject is so overwhelming an 
overpowering to my mind, that I am lost in its, 
immensity. I know by experience what it is to 
tremble under the thunderiogs and lightnings of 
Sinai’s Mount; I violated that holy law that de- 
manded an exact obedience in more than 0 
point,” and was therefore ‘yuilty of the whole.“ 

he promises of the gospel testified against me, 
because I had rejected them so long—I had said 
“go thy way.” I am too young, the world has 
more charms for me than religion, and many 
times the opposition of my heart was such, that 

I said to Him who alone was able to save me, 
“I will not have this man to reign over me.“ 
But when that voice that awakens dead sinners 
reached, and penetrated my heart, Thou hast 
rejected the only hope,“ it is Jesus, my heart 
was broken and contrite, I thought my sin ap- 
proached near the great and unpardonable trans- 
gression. I truly felt lost and undone; but bless- 
ed be God, He left me not as he justly might, to 
perish in my sins; while my soul was filled with 
bitter regret, and I felt I had sinned away the 
day of grace, because I had refused my Saviour’s 
gracious calls, and sinned against such clear 
light and love so long. Blessed be his name,in 
this extreme moment of despair, He passed be- 
fore me and shewed me his wounded hands, his 
feet, his side, which he bore for my sins... It 
was when his dear people surrounded His table 
covered with a white napkin, that I saw by faith 
the broken body and shed blood of my cruci- 
fied Lord, my heart was melted with love and 
gratitude at this moving scene! With delight I 
yielded him my all, submitted to him as my 
prophet, priest, and king. I saw in Him a 


fountain, 4 sea, blessed be God am ocean, plen- 
teous redemption, “enough for all,” enough for 
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been to me a pec 1 | a 
then twenty-one ‘years of age, I am now forty, 
and blessed be God, He has been my unwaver- 
ing friend and guide through all the devious 


through which IL have passed. In taking} Pa 


retrospect of the past, 1 am abased on account 
f my unfaithfulness to God, His forbearance 
aod mercies to me under all, humbles me in the 
4 at the very foot of his cross I would live 
ud die, As I advance my prospects brighten, 
and I feel to be near my eternal home. But 
though God has done so much for me, I feel it 


my duty to take the exhortation of the Apostle, 


‘He not high-minded but fear’—‘‘take heed lest 
e fall’—I can no longer please God, then I 


‘lest a promise being leſt us of entering into 
his rest, I should come sort of it, My dear 


brother, when I look abroad and around me in 


the world, and see such multitudes of my fellow 
Creatures in the bondage of sin, and realize one 


soul is as precious in the sight of God as auoth- 


er, for He is no respecter.” It is natural for 
us to feel more interested for those who are al- 
lied to us by the ties of nature and friendship, 
than those we know not. How painful to re- 
flect, that so many, whose very forms and coun- 
tenances give us pleasure to beholll, should be 


enemies to God, exposed to his wrath; on slip- 


ry places we view them sending and should 
bey slip, O! where must they fel but into the 
urning vortex! while the sun of prosperity il- 
lumines their path, and gilds their contemplated 
eee they pass easily on; but we know, 
“the days of darkness“ which the wise meu as- 


gure us shall be many,” will certainly over- 


take them; and how cheerless such seasons to 
those whose only enjoyment is worldly plea- 
sures. We see their situation, we feel it, and 
what can we do for them? If we expostulate 
with them, they heed it not, and are ready to 
say, “tomorrow shall be as this day, and much 
more abundant.” If we reprove them,it seems 
to steel their hearts and raises their opposition, 
ind causes them to say to us, as the unbelieving 
Jews did to our blessed Lord, Thou art a Sa- 
maritan, and hasta devil, why hear e him?’ I 
often think if I could repent and believe for 
them, O how soon would | commence to make 
their peace with God. Oh! for living abiding 
faith in God; then we can repair to the golden 
altar, from whence we can take a live coal and 
eukindle in our souls such a flame of love to 
the souls of our fellow men, that we can pre- 
sent their case so importunely to a compassion- 
ate Saviour, as the peer sy of his blood, and 
take no denial, until the Spirit shall be poured 
out so copiously, that the sinner who sets under 
the sound of the Gospel, shall not be able with 
all the subtlety of the grand enemy, to throw a 
shield around him any Jonger, but submit to the 
overtures of mercy as sent from heaven. Oh 
for the happy day when there shall be a flocking 
into the Redeemer’s kingdom, Come Lord Je- 
sus, come quickly in thy majesty and power, and 
may thy church arise from her long slumbers, 
adorned with all the graces. of the Spirit, ‘‘va- 
Rant for the truth;” then shall an unregenerate 
world, discern a sacred halo of glory around her 
and shall be constrained to embrace her princi- 
és. Then shall she indeed become “gioriqus,”’ 
d ‘terrible’ to her enemies. A Patron. 

Boston, January I. 1934. 


Wale the beit is upon our heart, the veil is 


every Ming 


ver more.” This solemn ordinance has always 


* 
METHODIST 
„ of OUR CHILDREN. 


nd by faith in Christ, hence I must give all 
diligence” and make sure work for eternity, 


should be exceedingly careful in training them 


for out 
themselves about the children of others, unless 
the parents coalesce with them in their efforts. 
It is a well known fact that the parent has more 
influence on the child than any body else can 
have. Then I ask, will God hold the parents 
guiltless who do not exert that influence in 
bringing up their children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord? Doubtless the greatest 
blessing that can be ar. by a child, is to 
have godly parents. Not parents who make a 
‘simple profession of religion and have not the 
root of the matter in them. These are rather a 
disadvantage that otherwise. But parents who 
feel their respunsibility to God, and show by ac- 
tive exertion that they are deeply engaged in 
che work of their master never fail to be of in- 
estimable advantage to the rising generation. 
It is greatly to be lamented, that many people 
professing godliness are bringing up their chil- 
dren in idleness, and consequently in dissipa- 
tian; many instead. of taking their children to 
church on the Sabbath, have them at home ém- 
ployed im various kinds of mischief, and many 
Sabbaths pass away, and their children never 
read a chapter in the Bible, or any other reli- 
gious book. This is not as it should be—chil- 
dren should be taught to reverence God as their 
Creator, Preserver and Redeemer; pay attenten- 
tion to the holy Sabbath, as a day of rest, and if 
not convenient to attend a Sabbath school, or a 
bible class,or some valuable religious institution, 
they should be instructed in the holy scriptures 
at home by their parents, and taught to respect 
Christianity and its ordinances. 


I know that the parental affection existing in 
the breasts of parents towards their children, is 
very apt to cause them to be too lenient to their 
childien to bring them up in the feat of the 
Lord. I have no question, but that there are 
thousands of people now in existence who will 
praise God in eternity, that their parents had 
sufficient fortitnde and resolution to correct 
thera while young, and that they taught them to 
walk in the paths of virtue in their youth. I 
also believe it to be the duty of the ministry of 
our church, as well as all others, to instruct the 
rising generation in those holy truths of the gos- 
pel, in the promulgation of which, they are em- 
ployed. Aud when practicable, it no doubt 
would be attended with glorious consequences 
to class them in suitable classes, and appoint 
suitable leaders to instruct them, But this course 
can be adopted with greater practicability in 
towns and cities, than in a country sparsely in- 
habited. In places where it is impracticable to 


should not fail to familiarize himself with them. 
when he visits a family, where there are any.— 
Sabbath schools, where they have been attended 
to, have. generally proved a blessing to the rising 
generation. These institutions should certainly 
be encouraged by every lover of Zion; much 
benefit has been derived from bible classes, &c. 
[believe there is more responsibility devolving 
on parents than any body else. Therefore they 


assemble them with convenience, the minister 


up in the way they sould go. Youth may em- 
period of life. . Extravagance, indecision of 
character, and volatility, are the.common char- 
acteristics of the young. Parents should there- 
fore keep their children from places of dissipa- 
tion, and from associating with bad or wicked 
company, “Knowing that evil communications 
corrupt good manners.“ Patents do you want 
your children to become ornaments in society? 
Do you want them to exert a moral influence in 
society which shall be felt and acknowledged? 
Do you wish them to rise up and call you bless- 
ed? Do you wish them to occupy your station 
in fife after you have passed into the heavens? 
Do you wish them to be enabled to pass through 
the valley and shadow of death, fearing no evil? 
Do you wish them to stand with you in the bless- 
ed mount of immortality? Do you wish them 
to be inhabitants of that country, through which 
there unceasingly flows a river of gladness, and 
where the praise of God is incessantly chanted 
with Cherubie vigor? If you do bring them up 
in the way they should go, and these will be the 
happy consequences 

Puito. 


February 6, 1834. 
ECCLESIASTICAL. 


The members of the M. E. Church in Charles- 
ton, S. C. have willed to be free from Itinerant 
usurpation. Had the male members in Balti- 
more and other cities risen in the majesty of 
their might—the whole Methodist family in 
these United States, would ere this have been 
free. We hope the day is rapidly approaching, 
when priestly domination in that Church, shall 
cower before the voice of the people, and when 
there shall be scarcely any left to advocate min- 
isterial assumption. 

For the Methodist Protestant, 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Farnham, Upper Three Runs, Feb. 4, 1834. 


Dear Brother,—Last night I received a letter 
from a friend in Charleston, giving me informa- 
tion of a great revolution which has just taken 
place in the Methodist Episcopal Church in that 
city. And although the writer never intended 
that it should meet the public eye; yet, know- 
ing his unconquerable attachment to the princi- 
ples of civil and ecclesiastical liberty, and the 
pleasure it would afford him to see those prin- 
ciples everywhere prevail, I have taken the li- 
berty of sending you an extract of it for publi- 


cation in the “Mutual Rights and Methodist 
Protestant.“ 


Very respectfully, 
ALEXANDER MeCaixx. 


Charleston, January 29, 1834. 


“I have taken a moment of relief from a press 
of business, to drop you a line, on a subject 
which I know will astonish and please you: as 
[ believe the intensity of interest you feel in it, 
the sacrifices, the persecution, the doubts, the 
prejudices and ignorance of the tutored bigot, 
and the cupidity of artful hypocrites, have all 
been endured by you in fearful array. : 
Reform walks abroad in Charleston, —or more, 
it is established, and stands on a basis which 


cannot be shaken. The lay members have met 


69 
, Mt. Editor,—Train ‘up a child in the way he 
should go, and when ‘he is old be will net de- 
rt from it, is a sacred truth standing 08 re- 
in the holy scriptures. And notwithstand 
y the eternal destiny of the child may depend 
pon the training received while young; we find 
many —.— quite careless and unconcerned 
upon this important point. It is quite useless 
| 
| 
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resolved en ‘their tights: (Trestees® uro 


elected by them for Trinity and Bethel church · 


es. Old Mr. Melnſees, 46 years a member of 
the church (from Hammet down) was turned out 
of. office on account of his adhesion to the old 
side.“ Poor old man, he had been long and 
well drilled into the doctrine of passive obe- 
dience to the Priests, and taught religiously to 
regard their dictum as orthodox. His office was 
an humble but lucrative one in the church: it 
could do no harm to the living, nor jeopardise 
the fate of the dead! being simply grave digger 
and sexton. Still so strong and violent is the 
excitement, that they will neither have an “old 
side“ to reign over them while living, nor attend 
their funeral obsequies when dead! 

Who would have thought it? Four years ago, 
when you sent me your Mutual Rights,’ 
could only get two members of the Methodist 
Church to promise me to look at a copy!/—and 
that was done as it were by stealth, with all the 
confusion of guilt! Now, by the newspapers 
sent, you will perceive they are advertised as the 
“Rock of salvation of Methodism,” by a lead- 
ing member of the church—who has, heretofore, 
had the sale of all the Methodist books, viz. E. 
Thayer. | 

Dr. Capers refused to turn them out of the 
church, although they desired it. But he missed 
it. Finding that the preachers would not pro- 
scribe them; they felt their strength, and have 
proscribed the preachers. 

Here then — fruit of the seed which you 
had sown four to six years since; springing uP 
in a distant and unexpected soil— growing wit 
a strength and vigor which cannot be shaken or 
impaired. And my life on it. it will spread and 
vail throughout the land. The M.E.church needs 
reform as much as the Catholic church in the 
days of Luther or Calvin. The people have been 
hood-winked; and if they dared to think aloud”’ 
they were excommunicated for heresy. 

I cannot forego the pleasure of congratulat- 
ing you on results growing out of your early la- 
bours in the cause. He who led the “forlorn 
bope in a contest against such fearful odds, 
must be more or less than man, not to feel a 
proud and indescribable gratificatton, at the tri- 
umphant success of his efforts.” 

*I copy the following paragraph from the 
Charleston papers of the 29th ultimo. 

At a meeting of the Corporation of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church in Charleston, held on 
the 24th inst. the following members were elect- 
ed Trustees for the ensuing year:— William La- 
val, T. D. Poyas, O. B. Hillard, John Kingman, 
F. B. Beckman, William Kirkwood, William G. 
Mood, John H. Honour, William W. Godfrey. 
And at a meeting of the Board of Trustees,held 
on the 24th inst. the following officers were 
elected: William Laval, Chairman; John King- 
man, Treasuter; John H. Honour, N 
Elias Meynardie, Sexton of Trinity Church; 
Charles L. Happold, Sexton of Bethel Church,” 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


Mr. Editor,—In my last communication, I 
noticed briefly two of the duties of Superinten- 
dents, as prescribed by the book of discipline. 
With regard to the rest, it may be sufficient here 
to enquire, are they properly attended tor— 
Doubtless there are many deficiencies; and, 
strange to tell, these are suffered to pass by year 
after year without any sort of application of 
remedy by the properly authorized official bo- 


dies of the church, so that ministets take out a} Leader; but, if they are not visited, many of 


sort of license from this; to continue in the he- 
glect of duties which, are not only imposed up- 
on them by discipline, and to the performance 
of which they have pledged themselves, but, 
they are expected in good faith to -performi— 
There will be no stability in our institutions, ex- 
cept they be respected to a point. Let breth- 
ren, sustaining the important relation of minis- 
ters to the Methodist Protestant Church, awake 
up, and rally around the economy of the church. 
And should there be any or many things in it 
which they do not like so well, let them not 
trample upon them, but loyally support their pre- 
sent system of operation, remembering that there 
is a redeeming principle in it—a door always 
open for improvement. A few things now in 
reference to class leaders: | 


Class Leaders sustain a most interesting and 
serious relation to the church. They are, un- 
questionably, the most powerful human aids that 
a minister can avail himself of, either on a sta- 
tion or circuit, in promoting the interests of the 
church of Christ. Evidently the framers of the 
Constitution and Discipline thought so—and so 
thinks the church. For, it is made their duty 
“to instruct the members in the principles and du- 
ties of Christianity; to comfort them in affliction; 
to advise them in cases of difficulty; and to exhort 
them to diligence and perseverance in doing and 
suffering the whole will of God.” And the church 
in its division into classes elects them to office. 
Now in order to the proper discharge of this 
highly important duty, ought not class-leaders 
to be deeply pious men, and well instructed in 
the kingdom of the blessed Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ? And ought not the classes in 


pre- electing their leaders always to have an exclu- 


sive regard to these things? Most assuredly they 
ought. I will not say that in every Conference 
elections proceed upon any other principle. 
Now, I ask, is this duty particularly attended 
to? Nay, verily, in many instances it is not. I 
speak that I do know. I have observed that 
there is very frequently an effort made by lead- 


them become offended, ink that their Lead- 
et cares nothing for them, atid will not after 
wards attend class at all. Hence complaints & 
heard from both leader and members. It wo 
be easy, however, to show that, if the Lead 
io his duty, there ‘is’ no pos- 
e reason in it for the members to heglect 
theirs. Two wrongs can never make a right— 
It is as much the duty of a Lender to Visit the 
sick and absent members of his class, au it is 10 


meet his elaes once week~the discipline pte- 


sctibes both. And it is us moch the duty of 
members to attend in class, as itis of the Leader 
to meet them in ‘order. * 
With regard to the duty of a Leader to kee 
a proper record of his class, I have only to say, 
how can he know — about his delinquent 
members without one; and what kind of appear - 
ance will he make in the Leader's meeting with- 
Now, Mr. Editor, I do know that muny of 
the churches in the Conferences have suffered, 
and do now suffer on account, if not of the in- 
ospacity of Leaders to the discharge of the da- 
ties of their office, at least of their néglect of 
Leaders, the neglect of members to attend their 
classes, and the neglect of the proper authority 
to correct the evil. Will these suffer an exhorta- 
tion. Brethren, be alive to duty—the interests 
of the church require it. | 
It is a pleasing fact, however, that there are 
many faithful ders and classes, amon 
whom the glory of our God dwells. And t 
churches to which they belong stand in great 
and holy advance. May the church be stitred 
up to becoming zeal. Yours, &. A——, 
For the Methodist Protestant. 
Brother Harrod,--I find in the Christian Ad- 
vocate and Journal, vol. 8, No, 18, an essay 
headed ‘“‘Church Property not deeded to the 
conference,” and which is signed N. Bangs.“ 
And in the same number there is an editorial 
article requesting other papers to copy or notice 


ers to act upon fhe feelings of the members of the said essay. In accordance with their res 


classes, to inflame passion,to create a shout,and 
thus to pass off a good meeting; whilst the great 
matters involved in the above mentioned duty 
are, in some sort, lost sight of. Nothing of 
Christianity is particularly learned—instruction 
is almost out of the question; and the feeble 
flame that was enkindled by the peculiar decla- 
mation of the Leader is extinguished almost as 
soon as the threshhold of the room is escaped. 
To these, however, there are many noble ex- 
ceptions. 

Again: It is the duty of Leaders to meet their 
classes “once a week in order.“ I suppose that 
this means, a Leader shall meet his class once 
a week in the class-room for the purpose above 
mentioned, Of course then it is expected that 
all the members of his class will meet him, or 
assemble themselves at the appointed time and 
place. To the shame of many members they sel- 
dom or never meet in class. (Really, Mr. Edi- 
tor, I think that no person should become, or 
any longer continue to be, a member of our 
church, who does not intend to attend upon this 
means of grace, if it can be dene’) hat is 
the duty of a Leader in such case? Why, to 
visit “those members who frequently absent 
themselves from this means of grace.“ But is 
it done? Very rarely indeed in those stations 
and circuits in some Conferences, that I have had 
the privilege of visiting. Members, particular- 
ly delinquent ones, expect to be visited by their 


quest, I wish to notice one or two points made 
in the said essay. 

Dr. Bangs charges u writer in the “Christian 
Spectator,’ whose review the Dr. attempts to 
answer, in the following words. ‘There is one 


assertion in this review so entirely void of the 


truth, so utterly without foundation that we think 
it right to be a little more explicit aud minute 
in its examination.“ And now bro, H. what 


do you N this. terrible assertion is, to 


which Dr. B. alludes? It stands in these words, 
as quoted by the Dr. himself, which I assume 
as correct, for | have not seen the original,— 
“That the buildings erected and occupied as. 
Methodist Churches, [that is Episcopal Metho- 
dists] and their appendages belong in no in- 
stance to the people of the several congrega- 
tions, or to any part of those people; but every 
Methodist meeting house and parsonage in the. 
United States, belongs to the general. conſer - 
ence. Every such edifice from Lubeck to New 
Orleans, is held in trust to be occupied by such 
preachers as the authorities of the general con- 
ference shall send. The society im thé place 
has no right or portion in the property A 
Methodist (Episcopal) congregation’ after har- 
ing erected a house of worship at their expense, 
have not orfy no voice in the election of their 
minister, but no sort of Peng in the 
building and no shadow of control over its oc- 
eupancy or its destiny.” Withont entering in- 
to the controversy between the Reviewer and 
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loss to conceive, how Dr., Bangs with his disci- 
pline before him and his know mee of the pre- 
mises, could say as he does say, that this, state- 

ent is “void of the truth, and ‘‘entirely without 

undation.” We need only cite the Drs, own 
suotations from the book of discipline, to shew 
at the statement of the reviewer, has at least 
me ‘foundation.’ He t ol the 
discipline, page 167, he Board of | 
every circuit or station shall be responsible to 
the quarterly meeting conference,’ (a. body 
— formed mostly by the appointment of the preach- 
er and a majority of whose members in all cases 
are removable by him at pleasure.) And also, 
same page, provided that in all cases when a 
pew. kena of trustees is to be created, it shall 
be done (except in those states and territories 
where the statutes provide differently) by the 
appointment of the preacher in charge, or the 
presiding elder.” And also, that part chat se- 
cures to the ministers authorised by the general 
conference the use of each house as a place in 
which they have the exclusive right to preach, 
and execute such rules of discipline over all that 
attend those houses as they themselves, (that is 
the general conference may from time to time) 
adopt, page 163; we. see therefore that accord- 
ing to the book of discipline, made exclusively 
by the Itinerant ministers, all the attributes 
of ownership are in the. travelling ministers 
alone. For they have the exclusive right of 
using the houses for the purpose of preaching, 
executing discipline and making collections for 
their own use. The members may, to be sure, 
come to the meeting houses and hear preaching 
and contribute for the preachers support, &c. 
But can any one? can all the society together, 
according to the discipline open the houses for 
any other minister, or can they use the houses 
for any other purpose, without the preachers 
consent? Dr. B. knows full well that accord- 
ing to the true intent and meaning of the deed 
of settlement this cannot be done. And he 
knows equally well that those ministers sent by 
the authority of the general conference can 
command the use of the houses whenever they 
lease, and for any purpose that the said con- 
nce may direct. So far, therefore as a right 
to use property constitutes an attribute of owner- 
ship, the reviewer is certainly not void of the 
truth. But second, it is an attribute of owner- 
ship to appoint overseers or trustees to preserve 
— take care of property. 

The trustees of church property in the M. E. 
church as by the express words of the discipline 
appointed by the preacher or presiding elder, 
and all the members in the church can have no 
voice in such appointment where the minister 
may do it legally. And where the civil law has 
inte to protect the citizens from the tyran- 
ny of his clerical rulers, the preachers are direct- 
ed to obtain the same end by some other means. 
See discipline, page 161. “But each annual 
conference is authorised to make such modifi- 
cations in the deeds as they may find the differ- 
ent usages and customs of law require in the 
different states and territories, so as to secure 
the premises firmly by deed and permanently 
to the Methodist Episcopal Church according 
1 the true intent and meaning of the following 

eed of settlement.“ 5 


And what is the true intent and meaning of 
this deed of settlement? why that the Itinerant 
ministers shall have as many substantial meet- 
ing houses, parsonages and school houses erect- 
ed with the people’s money as possible. And 


the Dr., I will here any, thet Lam utterly at a 


rustees of, 


METHODIST P ROTESTANT. 


Aud, that the said Itinerant ministers shall have 


the exclusive use of the. said houses to preach, 
collect money and execute discipline in, and as, 


places of residence according to the rules or- 
dained or to be ordained by the said general 
conference., Thirdly, that all the agents em- 


ployed to take care of said houses shall be ap- 


pointed by the agents of the said General Con- 


ference and their succession kept up by their 


nomination. Fourth, that the said trustees shall 
be responsible to the Quarterly Meeting con- 
ference of the circuit or station, and consequent- 
ly. removeable by said conference, and this con- 
ference liable to be moulded by the preacher at 
pleasure. Fifth, the monies raised by collec- 
tions, in those houses and. from the members 
belonging to them, are for the use and emolu- 
ment of said Itinerant ministers and subject to 
their control. See discipline, page 172, 
„Whenever there lemains in the hands of the 
stewards a surplus of the monies raised for the 
use of the circuit preachers, after paying the 
allowances of the preachers in the circuit, let 
such surplus be brought or sent to the annuel 
conference.” And finally if any house is to be 
sold on account of debt, page 164,—the preach- 
er is to be notified, as though he were the 
owner, and if the debt be not paid, the trustees 
may sell the property, but after paying the debt 


the balance, if any, ‘‘shall be at the disposal of 


the next annual conference, authorised as afore- 
said, 165. 

Let me now ask in all soberness, what are the 
attributes of ownership in relation to property? 
Are they not, 

Ist A power to use it according to its speci- 
fic character and designation, and do not the 
Itinerants, as agents of the general conference, 
possess this? 


— A power to appoint agents to take care 
of it? | 


And is not this power secured to the lune 


ants, in the deed of settlement? 

3d. The power to appropriate the profits and 
emoluments arising out of the use and occupan- 
cy of the premises? This the conference or its 
members and agents possess exclusively. They 
have even used those houses to collect money 
to defend one of their order in a case of crimi- 
nal prosecution. | 

4th. A power to dispose of the proceeds whe 
sold—This is also in the conference. If there 
be any other valuable attribute of ownership in 


in church property, I am not at present aware 
of such attribute. 


To me therefore who was for 20 years a mem- 
ber and minister in said church and who have 
studied this subject in all its bearings, it does ap- 
pear that the reviewer was not void of the truth 
when he said that a Methodist congregation 
after having erected a house of worship at their 
own expence, has not only, no voice in the 
election of their ministers, but no sort of pro- 
prietorship in the building,“ &c. | 

To make the case still more plain, let me 
ask what attribute of ownership attaches to the 
congregation, who have erected the house for 
the Methodist Episcopal church. 

1. Can they or any them use the property at 
pleasure, or give the use of it to other persons 
than those sent by Conference? No. 

2. Can they appoint the trustees to take care 
of such property? No, unless the laws of the 


land interpose between them and their spiritual 


masters. And in that case all possible means 
are to be used to evade the force of such law, 


by securing the property to the M. E. church 


great and joyful praise. 


according to the true intent of the deed of set- 
3. Can they dispose of, or apply the money 
raised in the meeting houses, except as the 
agents of the 
benefit? No. 


chers, and ſor their use an 
age 40, 41.—72. 

4. Can the congregation or members, call the 
trustees to account? No. This is the business 


of the preachers court, or his Quarterly confer- 


ence!l! 8 
5. Can they sell the property? No. 
6. Can they dispose of any surplus after a 
sale when it has been forced by debt? No. 
such surplus is at the disposal of thejconference!!! 
And now let me ask what “shadow of con- 
trol“ has the congregation over its “occupancy 
or its destiny?“ | | 
And how shall we account for the following 
declaration of the Rev. Dr. B. in his answer to 
the review, without attributing to him, inten- 
tions which we should 8 reluctantly impute 
to any christian writer.’ The Dr. says, that 
the writer must have had the discipline before 
him when he wrote, seems quite evident from 
the manner in which he has made his quotations; 
and yet how he could have quoted so inaccur- 
ately with this document before his eyes, we 
are at a loss te know without attributing inten- 
tions to him, which we should very reluctantly 
impute to any christian writer.“ ) 
— why the Dr. so anxious 
persuade his people that the pro in ques- 
tion does not belong to the — who ex- 
ercise all the attributes of ownership over it; 
and that it does belong to the people, who 
neither hold nor exercise any of those attributes 
in relation to it? Is he afraid that his people, 
knowing that the Itinerant ministers in his 
church are a privileged order with interests 
and policy exclusively their own, should become 
alarmed at the idea of their possessing the con- 
trol over a charch property amounting now, to 
perhaps about seven millions of dollars and con- 
stantly and rapidly increasing? It is indeed a 
subject of vast im nce and demands the at- 
tention of all! The Methodist Protestants es- 
pecially who are called in the order of Provi- 
dence to bear a testimony against ecclesiastical 
despotism, by which they have suffered so much, 
ought not for a moment to lose sight of this, or 
the other instruments by which that despotism 
is stealing upon the civil and religious liberties 
of mankind. If this effort is favourably read, 
you may again hear on a kindred matter from 


Maryland district, Feb. 4. 


A FEMALE COTTAGER. 


A Christian minister, Lady Huntington states 
in one of her letters, had often expressed a de- 
sire to understand the meaning of our Lord’s 
words in the sermon on the mount, Blessed 
are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” 
But for a long time he remained unsatisfied,— 
One morning, however, he took a walk some 
considerable distance from his parish, and see- 
ing a very poor wretched cottage, he walked to- 
wards it. To his surprise he heard words of 
He drew nearer, and 
looked in at the window; and saw a woman in 
the most wretched state of outward want and 
overty that he had ever beheld. She had, on a 
ittle stool before her, a piece of black bread, 
and a cup of cold water; and with her eyes and 
hands liſted up to heaven, asin a rapture of 


preg uttered these words: What! all this, and 


esus Christ too! What! all this, and Jesus 
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Christ tool“ It need not be added, that with 
the living lesson which this man here 
learnt, he with holy gratitude returned; well 
knowing who only inherited, in our Lord’s sense, 
the whole earth by possessing his favours. 
— ——: a—y——— 
OBITUARY. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


On the 28th January, 1834, our very respect- 
able and greatly beloved sister, Anna G. Cuap. 
PELL, was discharged from toil and suffering, and 
taken to rest. Glory, immortality and eternal 
life, are her portion, whilst her friends and the 
church are subjected to mourning and grief, 
which cannot soon be assuaged. Although we 
sorrow not as those who have no hope, and are 
supported by the glorious prospects which per- 
tain to the resurrection of the dead and life ever- 
lasting, still every sentiment which presents 
itself in confirmation of this hope in respect of 
our beloved sister, is a remembrancer of departed 

worth. Of her it may be truly said, “blessed 
Ware the dead who die in the Lord; they cease 
from their labours, and their works do follow 
them.“ She was the daughter of Doctor James 
and Anna Kershaw, one of the Itinerant preach- 
ers in connexion with Revd. John and Charles 
Wesley—Was born 22d February 1768, and 
was baptised by the venerable founder of Me- 
thodism. Her mother, who was truly devout, 
was permitted to remain with her husband and 
family, till her amiable daughter was about 
eleven years old, when it pleased God to say to 
her, “come up higher.” Her pres for the 
early conversion of her beloved daughter, had 
often gone up before the Lord, and were hap- 
pily answered about one year after her decease. 
At that time when our sister Chappell was twelve 
years old, she joined the society of the Metho- 
dists, renounced the pomps and vanities of this 
present evil world, and as she received Christ 

esus the Lord, so she walked in him to the day 
of her death. Very few living or dead have 
maintained a more uniformly irreproachable tes- 
timony. Refining fire had —— through her 
heart and prepared her to walk worthily, whilst 
she still kept her eye fixed upon the mark of 
the prize of her high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus. 
Mr. Wesley, who was particularly attentive to 
young persons, took Miss Kershaw with him 
on two of his summer excursions, accompanied 
by Doctor Kershaw and other preachers of the 
connexion. In the autumn of 1780, she was 
placed by her father in the care of Mrs. Edwards, 
ious Methodist, who kept a boarding school 
77 young ladies in Lambeth, one of the suburbs 
of London. And as there was a place of wor- 
ship on the premises, she had frequent oppor- 
tunities of receiving individual instruction and 
encouragement fiom Mr. Wesley, in addition to 
the advantage of being a constant hearer of his 
public discourses as often as he visited Lambeth, 
the place where he preached his last sermon but 
one. She remained in this situation, so favour- 
able for the improvement of her mind under the 
instruction of Mrs. Edwards, and so particularly 
advantageous for the cultivation ‘of religious 
knowledge and christian affection, as taught and 
inculcated by Mr. Wesley, until the 15th Feb- 
ruary, 1789, when she was married to our much 
‘beloved brother John Chappell, late the president 
of the Union Society of Baltimore, whose father 


was Olé Of thé class leaders of the brethren at 


Lambeth; of which sister Chappell was a mem- 


_ METHODIST \PRODESTANT. 


With intention to make the reader still more 
fully acquainted with the relation in which our 
worthy sister stood {© the Methodists in con- 
nexion with Mr. Wesley, it may be admissible 
to add, that her only surviving brother has been 
forty five years in the itinerant work, and acted 
four years as the book steward of the British 
Conference. 

In the spring of 1795, brother Chappell and 
his family left their native country, for the Unit- 
ed States, and on their arrival joined the Metho- 
dist E. Church. In 1799 they removed to Bal- 
timore. In this city her great worth is well 
known to many. Although her intellectual at- 
tainments were very considerable, she was hum- 
ble and retiring, having “learned of him who 
was meek and lowly in heart.” An affectionate 
wife, a tender mother, prepared by the grace of 
God to know and do her duty, she displayed an 
amiable dignity at home, which secured all ne- 
cessary authority over her children and provided 
for herself a constant reiteration of the most 
exquisite filial respect and Love. Perhaps no 
mother was more ‘careful to train up her children 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and 
few children ever were more affectionately re- 
spectful and obedient to their mother. Nine- 
teen years she was a member of Doctor Roberts’ 
class, and for several years one of the managers 
of the Preachers’ Aid Society. 

When the Union Society was organized, with 
intention effectually to urge the necessity of a 
reformation in the M, F church, it was the 
earnest desire of the brethren about to engage 
in that arduous work, to convince men in pow- 
er, that they were as adverse to the production 
of a schism, as they were desirous of bringing 
about an improvement in the government of the 
church. And as one strong fact in proof of their 
integrity in this avowed purpose, they unan- 
imously elected bro. Chappell the president of 
the parent institution. He was the oldest and 
one of the most respectable members of the 
church in the city, whose attachment to Me- 
thodism and whose veneration for Mr. Wesley 
we believed every body knew.— But his attach- 
ment to Methodism availed him nothing, when 
the charges and specifications were presented. 
He was numbered with the transgressors, and 
after the chairman of the printing committee 
who was the first, brother Chappell was the next 
that was summoned to appear and answer: As 
the rulers of the church intended to do, they 
found us all guilty of speaking evil of ministers, 
&c. And they cast us out. This transaction 
was an occasion of great distress to sister Chap- 
pell, inasmuch as she could not consent to re- 
main in fellowship with men, who were capable 
of such tyrannical conduct; and, after due deliber 
ation and without the knowledge of her husband 
or of any one of the family, and nearly, one 
month before any of the sisters withdrew, she 
addressed the following note. to the preacher in 

‘Baltimore, 29th December, 1827, Re¥d, Sir, 
after a mature deliberation, and with the most 
poignant feelings (at the oruel and unchristian 
conduct exhibited: toward my dear, husband, and 
many others,) I am under the painful necessity, 
of requesting you to withdraw, my name from 
that church in which I have been nurtured from 
my childhood to the present period; and a mem- 
her thereof forty seven years, = 
Respectfully, Anna G. CnarrEII.“ 


>? 


“The sisters who approved the object of.the bo- 
formers, associated for the purpose,and addressed 


ber one year earlier than brother Chappell. 


sons withdrew from the M E. church. It was then 
considered necessary to organize a sufficient 


tions which Jed to the: production of the articles 
of association. Sister saw. fit to unite 
herself with the class which was put in charge 
of the writer of this artidle, and for the remain- 
der of her liſe, as she had ever before done, she 
continued to make it manifest to all who knew 
her, that works of piety and mercy were her de- 
light. At all times, even after her health began 
seriously to decline, her ‘spirit was willing, 
though her flesh was weak, and she was mf 
found amongst the most iadustrious managers 
of the Phebean society, faithfully dischargin 
the duties of the treasurer of that institution al 
released bY death. 

The sickly state of the atmosphere, together 
with the ravages of the cholera in 1802, which 
took off several of her most intimate friends, had 
a powerful effect on her, nervous system. She 
was confined to her room eight weeks, most of 
which time she was extremely ill. From this 
sickness her constitution received a heavy shock, 
and she never recovered her previous state of 
health; circumstances which served to admonish 
her that her stay could not be long here. 

About the middle of October last, her oldest 
son’s wife was taken sick, and a few days after, 
her son was also taken ill. These afflictions 
with the watchings and fatigues which they 
made inevitable, had a great effect on both her 
body and mind. And-the death of her daughter- 
in-law which took place on the first of Janu 
last, together with the protracted illness of her 
son, being added to her grief, her system so far 
failed, that she was never again out of the house 
afier the day of the funeral. The manner of 
the departure of her daughter-in-law however, 
afforded her and all surviving friends, unspeak- 
able solace. She was happily prepared to say, 

“They beckon me sway and Jesus bids me come. 


Not a cloud doth arise to darken my skies, 
Nor hide for one moment, my Lord from my eyes.” 


And as the amount of discipline, intended to 
fit her for hér eternal habitation was nearly dis- 
pensed, the infinitely good Father oſ all our mer- 
cies dealt very tenderly with her in the conclu- 
sion of her pilerimage: On the Sth January, a 
difficulty of breathing, which sue experienced 
at intervals for about a year, was increased to 
an alarming degree. She was confined to her 
bed, however, only for the two following days, 
and apparently by the aid of her ‘physician be- 
came better, in so much, that it was hoped she 
would soon be well, again, On the 28th, was 
quite cheerful during the morning, but about half 
past one o'clock, het difficulty of respiration re- 
turned, and about three o’clock she closed Her 
eyes, and ſell asleep in the arms of her Saviour. 

Let me live the life of the righteous and let 
my last end be like her’s!! b lve 

K. Jennings. 


THE SUFFICIENCY OF CHRIST. =~ 

The Lord Jesus Christ is such a Saviour as 
became the grace, mercy, love, wisdom, ‘holi- 
ness, righteousness, justice, and power ‘of God 
to provide; and, on the other hand, such a Sa- 
viour as became sinners’ needs and desires, and 
therefore deserves their acceptance, as fit; suita- 
ble, sufficient to save all that come to God 
through him, and that even to the utmost; his 
blood being able to cleanse from all things to 
himself, and his Spirit sufficient’ to lead into all 
truth, 


Mr. Hanson in like manner, and for similar rea · 


> * * 57 1 § 
Haly burton. 


number of classes, and. commence the opera- 
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POETRY. 


ANR. YEAR'S PROMISE. 


Deut. xxxiii. 25, 


2 a eweet sound salutes my ear 
While entering on this opening year; 


My Saviour speaks, and says to me 
i> ate That-as ‘my days my strength shall be.“ 


With such a promise feed I fear 

What shall befall me thro’ the year; 

Por this I would not anxious be, 
Since as “my days my strength shall be.” 


| Should storms of trouble on me fall, 
And should my — de mixed with gall, 
This promise shall be sweet to me, 


That as my days my strength shall be.” 


If called this year to labor bard 

Within the Dr of the Lord; 
From duty’s I will not flee, 
Por as “my days my strength shall be.” 


And if this year I’m ealled to die, 
Still on his ise I'll rely; , 
Jesus then I'll trust in thee, 


as “my days my strength shall be.” 


passion vile idol rears, 
eart, cares, 
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en thou Source of life and light! - 


Direct my erring heart aright, 
| Dispose me by thy laws to live. 


above, 


| The powers comaiuted to my trust 
May I exert with grateful joy; 
Vor thee, supremely wise and just! 
NM every aculty employ. 


Thy sacred unetion freely give, dai 


antepast of Heaven 


METHODIST (PROTESTANT. 


‘So shall my soul, divinely taught, 

To Thee unceasing homage pay, 
Hier strength in tee alone be sought, 
While treading sorrow’s stormy way- | 


And when this body mute shall lie, 
pe And slumber in its lowly cell, 
seek those mansions in the sky 
Where the redeemed in glory dwell. 


No evanescant glimpse of mind 
The holy happy spirit knows; 

A light resplendent as refined 

* In very lineaments disclose. 


- ‘Thoughts as the cloudless ether clear 
From intellect’s celestial beam, 
Unbounded space their ample sphere, 


Aud God their high and glorious theme. 


Though darkly veiled are his decrees _ 
To eyes that morta} forms enshrine, 
There each admiring angel sees 


Wisdom profound, and love divine. W. 8. C. 


BALTIMORE: 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1834. 


_ Protracted Meeting in St. John’s Church, Baltimore, 
February 15. 
This meeting has been in session every evening, ex- 
cept Saturday, during the past four weeks, and has con- 
tinued with unabating interest. We gave a passing no- 
tice of the first two weeks exercises—and: the past two 
have been as the former, and much more abundant. 
God has graciously and powerfully poured out His 
holy Spirit on professors and non-professors. The show- 
ers have fallen in sweet and rich effusions. Great grace, 
mercy and peace have been multiplied on the people of 
God. They have enjoyed the sweet consciousness that 
Christ dwells in their hearts the hope of glory—and have 
set together in heavenly places, reading their title clear 
to mansions in the skies. Their ardent and fervent 
prayers have obtained audience of the Great Head of the 
Church, and answers of sanctifying and renewing grace 
have descended on theirsouls. They have beheld those 
whe heretofore were uninterested in Christ, coming for- 
ward to the place designated for those disposed to have 
the prayers and counsel of the people of God and they 
have seen those seekers arise aod declare what God had 
done for their souls—that they felt the joy of pardoned 
sins, and were happily made the recipients of justifying 
grace. 
There have been a constancy and fervor in many of our 
brethren, which we wish were universally felt and acted 
out throughout the world. 

The invitations and promises of the gospel have been 
received in many hearts,and they have become a willing 
people in this day of gracious visitation. Surely the Lord 
has special designs of mercy towards our people and our 
children! Last evening closed the exercises of the week. 
ft was as the past nights and much more powerful. The 


Lord of hosts took the work into His own hands, and 


about 20 of the sons and daughters of our friends volun- 
tarihy presented themselves at the mourners benches,ear 


nestly seeking the pardoning love of God. Their pray- 
ers were ardently offered for deliverance. Faith, the 


gift of God, was given, and it was exercised with ali 
humility und confidence. Answers of peace descended, 
and many rose joyfully, testifying that God has power 
1 earth to forgive sins. As the pénitents approached 
the place assigned them, one universal burst of joy burst 
from the belie vers in Jesus, and we have no doubt but 


mit | there was great joy in the presence of the Angels over 


these repentant ones. The brethren labored cheerfully 


lan@uneeasingly. Hast aight was one never to be for- 


— — 
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gotten. Our beloved pastor has been éonfined for sev 
al months; but his heart has been cheered by each day's 
report of what the Lord is doing for the station. We 
hope he will soon be able to attend in person. The sub- 
jects of this gracious work of conviction and conver- 
sion, are of the most unquestionable moral character, 
and it is principally amongst the, well educated part of 
our youth. Wedo expect that many of the converts 
will be called to bear an extended testimony, that some 
of the young men will be called to minister in holy 
things—while the females will imitate those pious fe- 


males in the New Testament, who were fellow laborers 


: by their prayers and alms-giving with the Apostles.— 
Glory be to God for what He is. doing in us, and for us! 
We pray that this may be only the precursor of a gener- 
al revival throughout the churches. Let every pious one 
continue his and her prayers and Jabours, and we shall 
see much more glorious displays of Divine power. This 
meeting will be continued throughout the ensuing week. 
Brethreh, every where, pray for us that the word of God 
may run and be glorified amongst us more and more!~ 

Those who can make it convenient to visit us are invite 


to partake our joy. * 


Philadelphia’s “animadversions” are in our opinſon 
too severe to answer any valuable purpose, and his arti- 
cle in favor of only one order in the ministry, we conceive 
improper for discussion at present. The subject of orders 
in the ministry was before the Convention,when the Con- 
stitution was framed,and they determined that two orders 
should be recognized. We are therefore rather disposed 
to avoid conflict amongst our brethren on this subject, at 
least for the present. Moreover, the great majority of 
our readers are decidedly opposed to the discussion of 
any subject, calculated either to elicit unpleasant con- 
troversy, or to call off their attention from the weightier 
matters of experimental and practical piety. The nu- 
merous letters received by the publisher against these 
kinds of composition, are a sufficient index as to our du- 
ty. If brethren would always write in view of the reli- 
gious, moral and literary improvement of our 
and would keep constantly in mind that those readers 
peruse our paper chiefly toknow what God has done,and 
is able and willing todo for us as a people; we think 
every writer should ask himself this question, Hon 
shall I write so as to furnish the greatest amount of edi- 
fication to those who shall peruse my productions?” am 
proceed accordingly. Let none say that we are dispos 
ed to trammel the press. Ours was established to spree 
before the Church and the world, the principles of oui 
holy religion as taught by the Messrs. Wesleys and Mr. 
Fletcher; the triumphs of grace, as they should obtain 
amongst us as a people—the advantages growing out of 
a representative Methodist Government—and a medium 
through which moral and literary culture should be con- 
veyed to the reading community; while every issue shéald 
gladden the hearts of every lover of Christ, in the con- 
tinued reports of the spiritual prosperity of our Zion. 


Methodist Episcopal brethren are referred to K. on 
Church Property, in this number—from which they will 
perceive, that the property is held in trust only for the 
use of the travelling preachers. Of course that the pro- 
perty belongs to the preachers, and not to those who 
have paid for it. 


— 
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t Are not many of the Circuits and Stations desti- 
tute of our Books? These can be supplied by sending 
orders forthwith to the Book Agent in Baltimore. It is 
presumed that there is not a circuit or station but needs 
more or less. Any Books ordered, will be furnished, if 
early notice be given. | 475 
— ä; 

BY WILLIAM WOODDY, 


. 6,8. Calvert-st. Baltimore. 
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| From the Episcopal Recorder. 
| * I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, 
a tinkling cymbal.”"—1 Cor. xiii. 1. 
genius sparkle in the eye | 
breathe ber mus ich, 
science lend her genial light 
The wondrous works of God 
| And reason, like the queen of night, 
| And though the tongue its thrilling strains 
| Of fervid eloquence im 
To the chine, 
Or lead entranced the yielding heart; 
I varenewed by grace divine, 
* The breast no hallowed flame inspire, 
These talents all delusive shine, | 
Ben like the passing meteor’s fire. 
Fancy delights in dreams, 
Science p 
Reason an Iguis fateus gleams, —— 
And wit oft dazzles but to wound. 
Qramt me te that ardent love. | 


